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17.0	Community‐Based	Participatory	Research	

In some instances, the design and implementation of research can be enhanced when 
individuals from the community in which the research will be conducted are involved in 
the design, conduct, and analysis of data from the research. This can occur for an 
individual study or group of studies.  Pennington Biomedical Research Center facilitates 
the involvement of community members by supporting researchers who wish to conduct 
community-based participatory research or other types of research that involve 
community members.  

17.1 Considerations for Investigators Involved in Community-Based 
Research 

 Does the community partner have an IRB and/or approval process? 
 If community partners are involved in research activities, are the partners 

considered “engaged” under federal law.  If the community partners are 
considered engaged they must complete all mandatory education criteria outlined 
in Pennington Biomedical Research Center Institutional Policy 106.00. 

 Consent forms should be reviewed to ensure the reading level is appropriate for 
the planned participants.  An 8th grade reading level is suggested. 

 The IRB will need to know how the data will be shared with the community 
partners. 

17.2 IRB Review of Community-Based Research 

The IRB office follows the federal regulations and established policies and procedures 
when reviewing Community-Based Research protocols. 

The following detail the IRB review of community-based research: 

 The IRB will include members with experience conducting community research.   
 Under Pennington Biomedical policies and procedures, the IRB may contact a 

consultant to review any research study where additional expertise is required, 
including community-based research. 

 The IRB will review the research with the same policies and procedures outlined 
in the HRPP policies and procedures manual Policy 3 – IRB Review. 



17.3 Additional Consideration in the IRB Review of Community-Based 
Research 

 Does the community partner have an IRB and/or approval process? 
 If community partners are involved in research activities, are the partners 

considered “engaged” under federal law.  If the community partners are 
considered engaged they must complete all mandatory education criteria outlined 
in Pennington Biomedical Research Center Institutional Policy 106.00. 

 Consent forms should be reviewed to ensure the reading level is appropriate for 
the planned participants.  An 8th grade reading level is suggested. 

 If any of the research will take place in participants’ homes, the investigator must 
address issues of mandated reporting under state laws, if sensitive questions are 
being asked. 

 Issues of privacy, confidentiality and coercion must be addressed. 
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