
 

 

Forms of intellectual property protection. The definitions of patent, trademark, copyright, and trade secret 
were obtained from the United States Patent and Trademark Office and are a copyright work of the US 
Government (17 U.S.C. § 403). 
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The terminology of intellectual property. 

 

 

Basic process of patent prosecution and issuance. This diagram summarizes the events that occur with 
regard to successful prosecution and issuance of a patent. An estimated or average time frame for 
completing each phase is provided. 
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